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Re: No. 21-0717, TJFA, L.P.; Environmental Protection in the
Interest of Caldwell County, James Abshier; and Bryon Friedrich v.
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and 130 Environmental

Park, LLC

To the Honorable Texas Supreme Court:

| am writing this letter pursuant to Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure

11 in support of the Petition for Review in the above-referenced case.

Statement of Amicus Curiae Interest

| currently serve as a Caldwell County Commissioner and was also

serving on the Caldwell County Commissioners Court when the Commission

adopted the ordinance at issue in this case. On December 9, 2013, the other



Caldwell County Commissioners and | unanimously adopted the ordinance,
which prohibited landfills in part of the County, but also designated an area
in the County where landfills could be sited.

My interests in this case include proper respect for the role that the
Legislature created for local governments like Caldwell County in managing
solid waste. As a County Commissioner, | am particularly interested in
respect for the democratic process that produces our duly adopted local
ordinances. Regardless of agreement or disagreement with the outcomes of
adopted ordinances, proper respect for the authority they represent is
important.

TCEQ should not ignore ordinances like the Caldwell County
Ordinance.

The Legislature established a role for local governments in managing
the State’s solid waste by creating authority for counties and cities to restrict
where solid waste landfills may be located in their jurisdictions. Under Texas
Health & Safety Code §§ 363.112 and 364.012, the Caldwell County
Commissioners Court maintains authority to restrict the location of landfills
until a landfill permit application is filed with the TCEQ.

The Legislature created this authority for local governments, like the
Caldwell County Commissioners Court, to ensure that local concerns and

expertise had a place in the statutory solid waste management scheme. The



lower court misinterpreted the statutory provisions and erroneously allowed
TCEQ to ignore the Caldwell County Ordinance.

The Caldwell County Commissioners Court considered its ordinance
through its regular process, which appropriately included significant public
input and resulted in a unanimous vote. TCEQ did not give the ordinance the
deference it was due under the Legislature’s design, which explicitly includes
a role for local authorities in addition to the state agency.

| respectfully ask the Court to accept review of the case and correct
the lower court’s erroneous decision so that local governments can properly
fulfill the role given to them by the Legislature in landfill planning.

In compliance with Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 11(c), | state
that no fee was paid or is to be paid for preparation of this amicus letter.

Respectfully submitted,
[s/ Joe Roland
Joe Roland

Precinct 4 Commissioner
Caldwell County Commissioners Court




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
| certify that on June 22, 2022, a copy of this amicus letter is being

served on all parties to the case through electronic service through

eFile.TXCourts.gov.

/s/ Joe Roland

Joe Roland

Precinct 4 Commissioner

Caldwell County Commissioners Court
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Lockhart, Texas 78644
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