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COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE AND 
PREVIOUSLY-ISSUED FAA AERONAUTICAL 

STUDIES

(DETERMINATIONS OF NO HAZARD)
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www.Geosyntec.com

TXL0836/ABIA Airport Notification Ltr.docx

                  29 May 2018
Mr. Stephen Dick
Research Analyst
City of Austin – Department of Aviation 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport (ABIA)
2716 Spirit of Texas Dr. 
Austin, TX 78719 

Subject:  Notification of Proposed Southward Landfill Expansion
   IESI Travis County Landfill
   Austin, Travis County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Dick: 

Geosyntec Consultants (Geosyntec) has prepared this letter on behalf of our client, IESI TX Landfill LP
(IESI), who owns and operates the IESI Travis County Landfill. A general location map of ABIA in 
relation to the landfill site is provided on attached Figure 1 included with this letter.  As shown, the 
landfill site is located south of ABIA’s runway 17R/35L.  This letter is a follow-up to our meeting on 13 
September 2017, when Geosyntec and IESI initiated discussions with your department regarding a lateral 
expansion to the south being planned for the existing IESI Travis County Landfill.  Since that time, we 
have refined the expansion concept – and by way of this letter, are providing site plans (attached) which 
present the proposed lateral expansion design layout.

PURPOSE OF THIS LETTER

Geosyntec is currently completing the landfill expansion design and preparing the permit application that 
will be submitted to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  As part of the landfill 
permitting process, certain notifications are required.  Furthermore, it is important that the landfill facility
is designed and operated to meet applicable regulatory requirements regarding aviation safety and 
obstacle clearances, and does not pose a hazard to aircraft. Accordingly, the purpose of this letter is to: 

formally notify ABIA of the planned expansion, pursuant to 30 TAC §330.545(b); and 

request feedback from ABIA regarding the attached site plans, and in particular the proposed 
landfill top elevations/heights.
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED SOUTHWARD LATERAL EXPANSION

Overview

The proposed expansion is summarized as follows: 

The lateral expansion will be to the south – further away from ABIA than the existing 
landfill area.

There will be no changes to the proposed waste stream.  The landfill does not and will not
accept putrescible waste. 

The new landfill maximum ground surface elevation/height will maintain a consistent 
separation that stays below the imaginary approach surface described in 14 CFR §77.19(d) 
(i.e., the “Part 77 Approach Surface”) as is currently approved for the existing landfill.

Site Plans

A series of figures presenting site plans of the proposed expansion are attached to this letter.  These 
figures are as described below:

Figure 1 – General Site Location Map;

Figure 2 – Aeronautical Map;

Figure 3 – Site Map (showing existing landfill and proposed expansion area); 

Figure 4 – Airport Approach Surface Location Map; 

Figure 5 – Part 77 Surfaces (showing proposed landfill grading plan elevation contours); and

Figure 6 – Landfill Cross Section (showing landfill elevations in relation to previous FAA 
approvals and Part 77 Approach Surface). 

Discussion of Traverse Ways for Mobile Objects (Equipment/Vehicles)

The current-permitted landfill is being developed in accordance with the TCEQ permit and approvals that 
include FAA safety evaluations/aeronautical studies and resulting FAA-issued “Determinations of No 
Hazard”.  Copies of this previous documentation is attached to this letter.  As shown, these previous 
determinations are based on a 15-ft equipment height operating on top of the landfill.  Each determination 
indicates “The landfill itself does not exceed any obstruction standards contained in 14 CFR Part 77.  
Standards are exceeded only when the 15-foot equipment is added into the equation.”
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As shown on the attached site plans (see Figures 5 and 6), the landfill final cover “top deck” ground 
surface is inclined at a 50 to 1 (i.e., 2%) slope that is parallel to, and vertically offset below, the Part 77 
Approach Surface.  The expansion area maintains this separation in the same manner as previously 
approved by FAA.  Thus, although the new landfill area will be higher in elevation than the current 
landfill, it is also located further to the south (away from the ABIA runways), and results in no height 
increase in relation to the Part 77 Approach Surface. 

Even though the previous FAA determinations were based on a 15-ft equipment height, it is important to 
note that the obstruction standards of 14 CFR 77.17(b)(3) indicates that the traverse ways used for the 
passage of mobile objects should be based on, “10 feet or the height of the highest mobile object that 
would normally traverse the road, whichever is greater, for a private road”.  In the case of this landfill 
site which is in effect a private road, the tallest mobile objects will be heavy equipment.  Specifically, the 
highest mobile objects normally traversing the ground surface are an off-road articulated dump truck 
(maximum height of 12.1 ft) and a bulldozer (maximum height of 11.5 ft).  By inspection of the site plans 
provided with this letter, it can be seen that both the ground surface, as well as the actual highest mobile 
objects normally traversing the landfill, will be below the Part 77 Approach Surface and therefore not 
exceed obstruction standards contained in 14 CFR Part 77. 

CLOSING

Please note that after receiving any feedback ABIA may have on the proposed expansion, Geosyntec will 
be submitting similar packages of information on the landfill to the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Aviation Department.  As such, we would 
appreciate your timely review of the information submitted with this letter, and are respectfully requesting 
a response within 30 days of this letter, to allow us to proceed with the landfill permitting and design 
process.  Also, if it would help, we would be pleased to schedule a follow-up meeting to discuss this 
project. If you have any questions concerning this information, please contact me at (512) 451-4003, or 
by email at sgraves@geosyntec.com.

          Sincerely,

Scott M. Graves, P.E.
Principal

Attachments

Copy to: Brett O’ Connor, Waste Connections, Inc. 
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COPIES OF PREVIOUS FAA
CORRESPONDENCE

[NOTE:

]
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